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Fourteen leading educators responded to a survey 
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they thought were the most important for elementary classroom 
teachers. An examination of the lists shows that a) there is a lack 
of unanimity among educational leaders as to what is most important 
for the elementary classroom teacher to read; b) that methods tooks 
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Tiie current v/ealth of good literature in education is a great blessing 
for the teaclier at all levels - liigh sciiool, elementary school and college. 
For many teaciiers, especially tiie beginner, this horn of plenty presents a 
perplexing problem; with limitod time or financial resources the new teacher 
may need guidance as to wiiat literature would be most beneficial for him to 
read and, hopefully, to own. 

Some excellent lists have ^een con^iled by universities and educational 
associations, and many good bibliographies exist in a variety of textbooks. 
Hwever, these lists are quite long, a bit in5)ersonal and give little indica- 
tion of hoi/ individual leaders in tne field react to tliem. As an alternative, 
it was decided to repeat an old experiment, but on a limited scale. Many 
years ago, great men of literature were asked v/]iidi twenty books they would 
want to have if only tiventy could be saved. Trie resultin<7 lists Tvere quite 
fascinating and served as a good starting point for anyone wishing to begin a 
personal library or a reading program for general enlightenment. 

This article reports tlie results of a similar survey. Tiventy prominent 
educators were selected and asked, "If you had to identify the ten most 
importai7;t or useful books tiiat an elementary teacher should own and study, 
wtiat would they be?" "liook" was undefined to allav as muc'i freedom as 
possible. Of the t'.^^enty persons surveyed, fourteen replied (two out of the 
five were out of tiie country) and one individual declined to participate. Tlie 
fourteen who replied were (in alphabetical order) : 
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(1) DNri'^ht W. Allen, Dean 
School o£ Education 
University of Massacliusetts 
Amherts, ^1assacIlusetts 01002 

(2) Paul C. Bums 
Professor of Education 
University of Tennessee 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37916 

(3j Maxine I>-mfee 

Professor of Education 
Indiana University 
Blocffuington, Indiana 47401 

(4) Lydia Gtoss (Pet.) 

Director of Eloinentary Education 

Loc^" Hp.ven State College 

L;ck Haven, Pennsylvania 17745 

(5) Robert L. Heichberfjer 
Assistant to the President 

State University Collejje at Fredonia 
Fredonia, New York 14063 

(6) Maurie Hillson 
Professor of Education 
Graduate Scliool of Education 
Rutf^ers University 

New Brunswick, New Jersey 

(7) Madeline Hunter, Principal 
University Elementary Sdiool 
University of California 

Los Angeles, California 90024 

(8) Bruce R. Joyce 
Professor of Education 
Teaciiers Collef^e 
Columbia University 

New York, New York 10027 

(9) J. Murray Lee 

Professor of Elementary Education 
Soutiiem Illinois Iftiiversity 
Carbondale, Illinois 62901 

(10) J. D. McAulay 
Professor of Education 

Tiie Pennsylvania State Universit:>^ 
University Park, Pennsylvania 16802 
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(11) Robert M. ffcClure 
Coordinator for Field Develqoment 
National Education Association 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

(12) Vincent R. Rogers 
Professor of Education 

The Uhivcrsity of Connecticut 
Storrs, Connecticut 06268 

(13) Harold G. Shane 

University Professor of Education 
Indiana University 
Blrcmington, Indiana 47401 

(14) E. Paul Torrance 

Professor and Head, Department of Educational Psychology 
University of Georgia 
Athens, Georgia 30601 



Since respondents were aliased to list less tliau ten books, some lists 
are short. Also, a fe\^ respondents went sonewhat over the 15-mit of ten by 
gro*aping certain books togetlier or by listing alternatives; these lists are 
reported in full. Hopefully, readers will find at least a few items worth an 
investment in time or money. Following the individual lists is a compilation 
of tliose books and their frequency of selection. Hie reader will surely notice 
that the solicited opinions resulted in a great deal of diversity. Concluding 
the article are some findings and conclusions which seem to be suggested by 
I2iis survey. 

Folla/ing, then, are the lists: 



I>^^ight W. Allen 

1. Allen, IX^ightW. , et al . Tne Teadier^s Handbook . Scott Forosman, 1971. 

2. Brearley, Molly. Teadiint? of Young Qiildren: Some Applications of 

Piaget^s LeamincT Theory" Schocken Books, 1970. 

3. Furth, Hans G. Piaaet for Teachers . Prentice-Hall, 1970. 

4. Hopkins, Lee B. Let Tiiem Be Themselves: Language Arts Enrichment for 

Disadvantaged Ciildren in Elementary Scliools . Scliool Book Services, 
l9o9: ' 
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Divight H'. Allen (continued) 

5. Peddiwell, J. A. Saber-Tooth Curriculum , McGraw-Hill, 1939. 

6. Toffler, Alvin. Future Siiock . Bantam, 1971. 

7. Torrance, E. Paul and fJ/ers, R. E. Creative Learning and Teaching . 

Dodd, Mead and Company, 1970, 



Paul C. Bums 

1. Arbuthnot, May H. Time for Poetry . Scott-Foresmaii, 1967. 

2. Baxbe, Walter Burke. Educator's Guide to Personalized Reading Instruction . 

Prentice Hall, l^STi 

3. Bigge, Morris L. Learning Theories for Teac±iers . Harper Rcw, 1964. 

4. Ekivall, Eldon. Locating and Correcting Reading Difficulties . Giarles 

E. MerrillTTgTo;^ 

5. Glasser, William. Schools Without Failure . Harper Row, 1969. 

6. Hanls, Albert J. Hw to Increase Reading Ability . David I4cKay, 1970. 

7. Holt, Jolm. Ho\v^ Children Learn . Pitman, 1969. 

8. Huck, Charlotte S. and Kuhn, Doris Yo Children's Literature in the 

Elementary Scliool . Holt, RineJiart and IVinston, 1968. 

9. Kagan, Jerome. Understanding Qiildr^n: Behavior, Motives and Tnought . 

Harcourt, Brace, and Jovanovidi, 1971. 

10. Spadie, George D« and Spache, Evelyn B. Reading in the Elementary School . 

Allyn and Bacon, 1973. 

11. Spitzer, Herbert F. Teaching Elementary School >>atheniatics . Houghton 

Mifflin, 1967. 

12. Stauffer, Russell G. Language Experience Approach to the Teaching of 

Reading . Harper Row, x970. 



Maxine Dunfee 

1. Beyer, Barry K. Inquiry in the Social Studies Classroom: A Strategy for 

Teadiing . Charles E. Merrill, 1971. 

2. Frazier, Alexander. Open Sdiools for Children . Association for Siroer- 

vision and Curriculum Development, 1972. 

3. Greer, Mary and Rubenstexn, Bonnie. Will tiie Real Teacher Please Stand 

Up: A Primer in Hunanistic Education . Goodyear Publishing Company, 
TsPTT. 

o 
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Maxine Dunfee (continued) 

4, Henderson, Georqe, ed. Education for Peace; Focus on Mankind . Associ- 

ation for Supervision and Curriculum Development, 1973, 

5, Joyce, Bruce and V/eil, Marsha, Models of Teaching . Prentice-riall, 1972, 

6, Logan, Lillian M, ; Logan, Virgil G, ; and Patterson, Leona, Creative 

Communication: Teacliin^ the Language Arts . McGraiv-riill, 1972, 

7, Ratiis, Louis F, ; Harmin, Merrill; and Simon, Sidney B, Values an d 

Teaching; ^Vorking with Values in tae Classroom , Qiarles e7 
Merrill, 1966. 

8, Shaftel, Fannie R, and Saaftel, George, Role Playing for Social Values: 

Decision Malcing in the Social Studies^ Prentice Hall, 1967, 

9, Weigand, James E, Developing Teaciing Competencies , Prentice Hall, 1971, 

10, V/isniewski, Richard, ed. Teaching About Life in the City; Forty- Second 
Year Book , National Council for tiie Social Studies, 1972, . ^ 

Lydia Gross 

1, Ashton-Wamer, Sylvia. Teacher . Simon and Schuster, 1963, . 

2, Cole, Natalie R, Tne Arts in the Classroom , Jo'in Day, 1940, 

3, Dewey, Jonn, Tne Child and the Curriculum , University of Chicago Press, 

1902, 

4, Isaacs, Susan, Giildren '/e Teadi: Seven to Eleven Years , Schocken 

Books, 1971:^ 

5, Kohl, Herbert, Reading. To; A People's Guide to Alternative 

Metiiods of Learning and Testing , E, P, Dutton, 1973, 

6, Midiaelis, John U, Social Studies for Giildren in a Democrac>" , Prentice 

Hall, 1963, 

7, Smith, James A, Setting Conditions for Creative Teadiing in tiie 

Elementary Sdiool , Allyn and Bacon, 1966. 

8, Taba, Hilda. Curriculum Development; Taeory and Practice , Harcourt, 

Brace, and Jovanovicii, 1932, 

9, Torrance, E. Paul and "f/ers, R, E, Creative Learning and Teadiing , 

Dodd, Nfead and Con^any, 1970, 

10, Weber, Lillian. Englis'i Infant Sdiool and Informal Education , Prentice 
Hall, 1971, 
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Robert L. Heichberger 

1. Anderson 5 Robert H. Teaching in a World of Qiange * Harcourt, Brace, 

and Jovanovich, lyob, 

2. Bruner, Jerome. Toward a Theoiy of Instruction . Norton, 1968. 

3. Callahan, Raynwnd E. Educavrion and the Cult of Efficiency . Uhiversity 

of Giicago Press, 1962 

4. Codcing, Walter D. As I See It . T^aonillan, 1955. 

5. Deuel, Leo. The Teadier's Treasure Ciest . Prentice Hall, 1956. 

6. Goslin, Willard E. This Happened in Pasadena . Macmillan, 1951. 

7. Highet, Gilbert. Art of Teaching . Knopf, 1950. 

8. Olmsted, Michael. The Small Group . Random House. 1959. 

9. Raid, Louis Amaud. Philosophy and Education: fixi Introduction . Random 

House, 1965. 

10. Wnitehead, Alfred North. TSie Aims of Education and Other Essays . 

Macmillan, 1959. 

11. Z'arbeSj Laura. Spurs to Creative Teaching . Putnam, 1959. 

Maurie Hillson 

1. Bloom, Benjamin S. , et al. Handbook on Forniative and Sunmative Evaluation 

of Student Learning; . McGraw-Hill, 1971. 

2. Frost, Joe L. and Rowland, C. Thomas. The Elementary School: Principles 

and Problems . Houghton f!ifflin, 1969. 

3. Furth, lians G. Piaf^et for Teachers . Prentice Hall, 1970. 

4. Good, Tliomas L, and Brophy, Jere. Looking in Classrooms ^ Harper Row, 

1973. 

5. Hart, Leslie. Classroom Disaster . Teadiers College Press, 1969. 

6. Hassett, Joseph D. and Weisberg, Arline. Open Educat ion ; Al te mat i ves 

Within Our Tradition , Prentice Hall, 1972. 

7. Hillson, M. and Hyman, R. T. Giange and Innovation in Elementary and 

Secondary Organization . Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1971. 

8. Moffett, James. A Student Centered Language j\rts Curriculum, Grades K-15: 

A Handbook for Teachers. Houghton Mifflin, 1968. 
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Maurie Hillson (continued) 

9. Noar, Gertrude. Individualized Instruction ; E very Child A Winner . John 
Wiley, 1972:; : 

10. Purkey, Tilliam '1., Sr. Self-Concept a nd School Achievement. Prentice 
Hall, 1970. : 

Madeline Hunter 

1. Cratty, Bryant J, Active Learning; Games to Enhance Academic Abilities . 

Prentice Hall, 1971. 

2. Cratty, Bryant J. Intelligence In Act io n; Physical Act ivities for En- 

hancing Intellectual Abilities . Prentice Hall, 197J7 

3. Frosting, Marianne and Maslw^ Phyllis. Learning Problems in the Class- 

room: Prevention and Reirediatjon . Grune and Stratton, 1973^ 

4. Glasser, William. Schools Witliout Failure . Harper Row, 1969. 

5. Hunter. Madeline. Motivation Theory for Teachers . TIP Publications, 

1967. 

6. Hunter, Madeline. Reinfor cCT vent Hieory for Teachers . TIP Publications, 

1967. ' [ — '. 

7. Hunter, Madeline. Retention Tiieory for Teachers . TIP Publications, 1967. 

8. Hunter, Madeline. Teach for Transfer . TIP Publications, 1971. 

9. Hunter, Madeline. Teach ^fore■>>^Faster! TIP Publications, 1969. 

10. Sanders, Norris M. Classroom Questions; IVhat Kinds? Harper Row, 1966. 

11. Seagoe, May V. The Learning Process and School Practice . (Jiandler 

Publishing Company, 1970. 

Bruce R. Joyce 

1. Bellack, Amo A., et al. The Language of the Classtoon. Teachers 

College Press, T966. 

2. Hunt, Joseph McVicker. Intelligence and Experience . Ronald, 1961. 

3. Jackson, Philip W. Life in Classroom s. Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 19^^8. 

4. Kozol, Jonathan. Free Schools . Bantam, 1972. 

5. Leonard, George B. Education and Ecstasy . Delacorte, 1968. 



ERIC 



Bruce R. Joyce (continued) 

6. Sarason, Seymour, The Culture of the Sdiool and the Problem of Change , 

Allyn and Bacon, 1971. ' ^ 

7. Shane > Harold G. and Goodlad, John I., eds. lie Elementary School in the 

IJnited States . The Seventy-Second Yeaioook of the fiational Society' 
for tJie Stu^ of Education, University of Chicago Press, 1973. 

8. Smith, Louis M. and Geoffrey, William^ C omplexities of an Urban Classroom; 

An Analysis Toward a General ITieory of Teaching . Holt, Rinehart and 
Winston, 1968. 

9. Wallen, Carl J. Competency in Teaching Reading . Science Research 

Associates , 19/2. 

10. Weber, Evelyn, ed. Primary Education; Changing Dimensions . Association 
for Qiildhood Education (International), 1965. 

J. Mir ray Lee 

1. Ashton- Warner, Sylvia. Teacher . Simon and Sdiuster, 1963. 

2. Combs, Arthur 17. ^ chairman. Perceiving, Behaving, Becming . Association 

for Sxipervision and Curriculum Development Yearbook, 1962. 

3. Holt, John. Hew Children Fail . Pitman, 1964. 

4. Lee, J. f4irray. Elementary Education; Today and Tcrniorra-/ . Allyn and 

Bacon, 1972. 

5. P^tiis, Louis E. . Meeting the Needs of Children; Creating Trust and 

Security . Charles E. r^errill, 1972. 

6. Ratlis, Louis E.; Haimin, Merrill; Simon, Sidney B. Values and Teaching: 

Working With Values in the Class roan . Charles E. Merrill, 1966. 

7. Rogers, Vincent R. Teaching in the British Primary School . Macmillan, 

1970. 

8. Silbeman, Qiarles E. Crisis in the Classroqn . Random House, 1970. 

J. D. Mc/\ulay 

1. Aries, Fnilippe. C enturies of ChildliOQd; A Social History of Family 

Life. Alfred A. Knopf, 1962. 

2. Ashton-Wamer, Sylvia. Teacher , Simon and Schuster, 1963. 

3. Bruner, Jerome S. , et al. Studies in Cognitive Growth . Wiley and Sons, 

1966. 
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J. D. McAulay (continued) 

4. Cremin, Laavrence A. The Transformation of the School , Alfred A, Knopf, 

1961. 

5. Da^ey, John, Tne Sdiool and Society , Urdversity of Chicago Press, 1915, 

6. Pestalozzi, Johann H, Leouard and Gertrude , Heath, 1928, 

7. Phenix, Philip H, Education and the Coanmon Good; A Moral Pliilosophy of 

the Curriculiiiu Harper Row, 1961, 

8. Rousseau, J, J, Emile , Teachers College Columbia, 1962, 

9. Silbeman, Charles E, Crisis in tiie Classroofn , Randan House, 1970, 

10, Tannenbaum, Percy H. and Osgood, Charles E, The ^fe ^ ^urement of ?4eaning , 
IMiveisit)'- of Illinois Press, 1967, 

Robert Ki, McClure 

1, Allen, Dwight TV, , et al • The Teadiers* Handbook , Scott Foresman, 1971, 

2, Bloom, Benjamin S. Taxonorny of Educational Objectives, The Classification 

of Ediicational"l^)als> Handbook I, The Cognitive Etomain , David 
rfcKay, 1956. 

3, Brackenbury, Robert L, Getting DCTvn to Cases; A Problems Approach to 

Educational Philosophizing , G, P, Putman's Sons, 1959, 

4, Bruner, Jerome S. Tlie Process of Education . Harvard Lhiversity Press, 

1960, 

5, Dciwey, Joiin, Democracy and Education , flacmillan, 1916, 

6, Glasser, William, Schools Without Failure , Harper Ra7, 1969, 

7, Goodlad, Joiin I, and Anderson, Robert H, The Nongraded Elementary School , 

Harcourt, Brace and Jovanovicli, 1963, 

8, Joyce, Bruce and Weil, Marsha, ?fedels of Teaching , Prentice Hall, 1972. 

9, Raths, Louis E, ; Harmin, Merrill and Simon, Sidney B. V alues and Teaching : 

Working Vith Values in the Classroom , Qiarles E, Merrill, 1966, 

lOe Sdiaefer, Robert J, The Sdiool As A Center of Inquiry , Harper Ro^^r, 1967, 

Vincent R, Rogers 

1. Ash ton-Warner, Sylvia, Teacher , Simon and Schuster, 1963, 

2. Coles, Robert, Teadiers axid the Children of Poverty , Potomac Institute, 

1970, 

O 
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Vincent R. Rogers (continued) 

3. Dennison, George. Tlie Lives of Children . Random House, 1970. 

4. De\^rey, Jolin. Ttie Child and the Curriculum . University of Chicago Press, 

1902. 

5. Glasser, William. Sdiools Without Failure . Harper Row, 1969. 

6. Holt, John. How Gn Idren Fail . Pitman, 1964. 

7. Meams, Hughes. Creative PCT\yer: Tlie Education of Youth in the Creative 

Alts . Dover, 1958. 

8. Jackson, Philip Life in Classrooms . Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1968. 

9. Kozol, Jonathan. Death at an Early Age . Houghton Mifflin, 1967. 

10. Loi\;enfeld, Viktor and Brittain, W. Lamber. Creative and Mental Grow/th . 

Macmillan, 1970. 

11. Maslow, Abralian H. Toi^^ard a Psydiology of Being . Van Nos Reinliold, 1968. 

12. Montaigne, M. E. Tiie Essays of Montaigne . AMS Press, 1967. 

13. Neill, A. S. Summerhill; A Radical Approach to Child Rearing . Hart, 

1960. 

14. Nesbitt, Marion Belt. A Public Sdiool for Tomorrcn^: A Description of 

the Matthe\\y F. Maury School, Ric^inond, Virginia . Dell, 1967. 

15. Piaget, Jean and Inhelder, Barbel. Psychology of the Qiild . Basic, 1969. 

16. Plowden Report. Qii ldren and Their Primary Sdiools, A Report of the 

Central Advisoiy Council for Education (England] . Her Majesty's 
Stationery Office, 1967. 

17. Read, Herbert. Education Tlirough Art . Pantheon, 1943. 

18. Rogers, Carl. Freedom to Learn: A View of V/h at Education Might Become . 

Diaries E. Merriii, 1969. 

19. Sarason, Seymour. The Culture of the Sdiool and the Problem of Qiange . 

Allyn and Bacon, 1971. 

20. Silberman, Charles E. Crisis in the Classroom . Random House, 1970. 

Harold G. Shane 

1. American Heritage Dictionary of the English Langua^^e . Dell, 1970. 

2. Aritlimetic liandbook designed at the college level. 

O 
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Harold G. Sliane (continued) 

3. Dale, Edgar, Audio Visual Methods in Teaching , Holt, Rinehart and 

Winston , 1969. 

4. Historical Reference book. 

5. Huck, Qiarlotte S. and Kuhn, Doris Y. Children's Literature in the 

Elqnentaiy Sciool . Holt, Rinehart and IVBfnston, 1968. 

6. Nelson, M. A. A Ccyiparative Anthology of Qiildren's Literature ^ Holt, 

Plnehart and Winston, 1972. 

7. Phi Delta iCappan , 

8. Science nandbook. 

9. Shane, Harold G. and Goodlad, JoJm I., eds* Th e Elementary School in the 

United States . The Seventy- Second Yearbook of the National Society 
for tlie Study of Education, University of Qiicago Press, 1973. 

10, Tnin^s to Make and Things to Do Book, dealing v/ith arts materials. 

E. Paul Torrance 

1. .^hton-Wamer, Sylvia. Teac^ier. Siinon and Sdiuster, 1963. 

2. Bruner, Jerome S. Vao Process of Education . Harvard University Press, 

1960. 

3. CheifetT., Daniel. Tioat er in Nly Head . Little, Bram and Conq)any, 1971. 

4. Cole, Natalie Robinson. Tne Arts in the Classroom . Jdm Day, 1940. 
b. Glasser, William. Sdiools Without Failure . Haiper Ita^, 1969. 

6. Ilaslow, Abraiiam H. , ed. Motivation and Personality . Harper Rav\/, 1970. 

7. Meams, Huglies. Creative Pa;er: Tlie Education of Youth in tlie Creative 

Arts. Dover, 19S8. 

8. Rogers, Carl R. Freedom to Learn: A Vie.v of iVhat Education flight Become . 

Charles E. ?lerfnT7T^^5??T 

9. Smitli, James A. Creative Teadiin,|^ of Language Arts in the Elementary 

School . Allyn and Bacon, 1973. 

10. Torrance, E. Paul and Myers, R. E, Creative Learning and Teaching . Dodd, 
Mead and Corpany, 1970. 
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FINDINGS 

The following books \^ere identified most frequently, and the number of 



times each was listed appears in the seond column. 

S chools Without Failure , Glasser, Willian. 5 

Teacher . Ashton-IVamer, Sylvia. 5 

Creative Learning and Teaching , Torrance, E. Paul 3 
and M/ers, R. E. 

Crisis in the Classroom , Silberman, Charles E. 3 

Values and Teacliing; Working With Values in the Classroom . 3 

Raths, Louis Harmin, Merrill; and Simon, Sidney B. 

Giild and Curriculum . Dev/ey, John. 2 

Creative Paver: Tlie Education of Youth in tJie Creative Arts , 2 
Mearns, Hughes. 

Freedom to Learn: A Vie;/ of What Education Might Becom e. 2 
Rogers, Carl. 

How Qiildren Fail . Holt, Jolin. 2 

Life in Classrooms o Jackson, Philip W. 2 

Models of Teaching . Joyce, Brace and Weil, Marsha. 2 

Piaget for Teadiers . Furth, Hans G. 2 

Ttie Arts in the Classroom , Cole, Natalie R, 2 

The Culture of tlie School and the Problem of Change . 2 
Sarason, Seymour. 

Tlie Elementary Sdiool in the United States . Shane, Harold G. 2 
and Goodlad, John I., eds. 

The Process of Education . Bruner, Jerome S. 2 

Tlie Sciiool and Society , Dev^ey, John. 2 

T!ie Teachers^ Handbook, Allen, Di/ight W. , et al. 2 
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TABLE 1 



Copyright Distribution of the 149 Recoinmendations 
(145 specific titles and 4 general references 
--see Harold Shane *s list) 



Number of Boolcs I of Books 

Copyright ReconiDended Pecanmended 

1970-73 58 40 

1960-69 65 44.8 

1950-59 13 9 

prior to 1950 9 6.2 



TABLE 2 

Copyriglit Distribution of the Eighteen Books Recommended 
by Two or More of Those Surveyed. 



Number of Books % of Books 

Cbpyright Pjecomnended Reconmended 

1970-73 7 38.1^ 

1960-69 7 38, J 

1950-59 1 5,5 

prior to 1950 3 16.7 



CONaUSIONS AND QI)ESTICT>1S 

After analyzing the fourteen submitted lists, the investigators sug(;est 
the folla/ing questions and conclusions: 

(1) Tiiis survey demonstrated the lack of unanimity among leading educa- 
tors as to the nost important or useful books an ele^ntary classroom teacher 
should read. Fourteen educators responded with 149 different titles, 119 of 
whicJi appeared on only one of tlie lists submitted by tliose sun^eyed. No 
sixigle work appeared more t'lan five times; i.e., SCHOOLS WIIHOUT FAILURE and 
TEACHI:r received maximum attention and were suggested on five different lists. 

(2) Specific methods books were rot frequent clioices on the lists. The 



ERIC 



-14- 

investigators wei-e somewhat surprised by this as most of those surveyed have 
made major contributions in specific discipline areas of the elementary school 
curriculum. 

(3) As the investigators analyzed the suggested reading lists, they 
questioned where prospective elementary teachers would most likely encounter 
the books most frequently suggested. It appeared to the investigators that 
many of the suggested books (such as TEACHEP, CRISIS IN IHE CLASSROOM, SCHOOLS 
WITHOUT FAILURE, etc.) would most likely appear on bibliographies of education- 
al foundations courses. Therefore, the investigators raise the following 
questions: (1) Sliould foundations uork receive (greater emphasis in teacher 
education? (2) Should considerable effort be made in teacher education to ex- 
pose prospective elementary teachers to important and useful educational 
literature (for example, see Siiane's list)? 

(4) National professional organizations devote considerable effort, 
money and manpo/er to the publication of year^xDoks, journals and special public- 
ations. Only three yearbooks (ASCD, NCSS, NSSE) were cit-^d out of 149 titles 

on our lists. Have such j)ul)li cat ions nade the im; ict inteiioed by the national 
professional organizations'' 

(5) Although several ''classic*' books in e^^iucation {such as De\^y'^ 
SaOOL AND SOCIETY) were incliided on a fw lists (for exatiple, see J. D. 
NfcAulay's list), investigators were suT7^rised that sach a snail nunber of 
works usually considered "classics*' were suggested. 

(6) Tne overall lists did not seen to reflect any ^^^ajor t^iemes or 
thnjc^t«> tnat seen to be proninent in educational literature today. For 
exa7Tj)le, only two books were sue'csted concenunn (51T1/PH7T. '~>ther topics 
such a> career education, '^ugrant education, and hunanistic education dui 
not appear to receive noticeaf)le attenti'fi. 
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Tlie investigators realize that this list of questions and conclusions 
is not exhaustive. Surely many other interesting questions and conclusions 
can be, and pernaps slx)uld be, raised by the above lists. The reader hope- 
fully will find some of his o^vn. 
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Cory of Letter Sent to Educator^> 5urvc%^ed 



Many years ago> great men of literature were asked which twenty books 
they would want to have if only twenty could be saved. The resulting lists 
were quite fascinating and served as a good starting point for beginning a 
personal library or a reading program for general enlightenment. 

The current wealth of good literature in education is a great blessing 
for tlie teadier at all levels - elementary school, high school, and college. 
But for many teachers, especially the beginner, this horn of plenty presents 
a perplexing problem: witli limited time or financial resources the classroom 
teacher often needs guidance as to what literature would be most beneficial 
for him to read and, hopefully to own. 

This letter is an attempt to conduct a survey, similar to that of old. 
TWftity prominent educators, such as yourself, will be selected and asked: 
"T " you had to identify the ten most important or useful books that an 
eL .Tientary classroom teacher shouli ovm and study, what would they be?" 

We do hope you will help us with our survey by conqsleting the enclosed 
sun^'ey foim. l\fhen you have finished the foim, please sign it and return it 
in the enclosed self- addressed, stan^jed envelope. As soon as all surveys are 
returned and tabulated, the data will be shared with you. 

Thank you. 

Professionally, 



William E. ScJiall 

Associate Professor of Education 



Matthe\>r J. Ludes 

Assistant Professor of Education 

lVES:MJiypc 
Encs. 
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